A motion to the Eaſt India Company by Thomas Smethwike (n Al. 
| wenturer with them) pon the reaſons following. 


V E hate now in dia vpon the old ſtocks accomp: and charge by the Committees 
owne ſhewing, 13 good ſhips of 5500 tonms, betides 860 romot trading thips and 
certaine frigots, &c. 

\W hereof 5; of 2200 tons arrived there 28 months agoe, 5 of 2290 tons 15 months agoe, 
and 3 ot 1160 tons may be arrived there about 4 months ſince. 

What (ould caulc our {ups to ſtay to long, it there were ſtock ro buy their lading ? 

Or how ſhould they be reladen thence in due time, it ſtock be wanting there ? 

All our Factors in their letters(borh formerly and of late received er out amaine for want 
of ſtoch to trade withall, which hath maymed the trade, And fav, they cannot dilpatch the 
ſhips in due time, without meanes atorchand, and that 289 N. L inne then they haue, is lit- 
tle enough to diſpatch the ſhips already there. 

5520 tons in ordinary good wares, (by the Comittces owne ſewing) will coſt there 
236 Nl. k. f 

By their ſhewing we haue in all India but go M. T. wWhercof ο N. E. not yet knowne to be 
arrived. 

So (admitting all arrived) there wants to lade the ſhips already in India 146 M. k. 

This great vvant hath not hapned by any late diſaſter, but is rather leſſned by 1200 tons of 
M'nping lately fired and laid vp there without any goods loſt in them, and by opening the 
trade ot Bantam where pepper is cheape, neither hath this want of ſtock beene vuknowne 
here, for ay ere, or two, or more. 

It ſcemes the 2 ſhips now going tor the old ſtocks accompt (of 1600 tonnꝰ) are not to carry 
much more then will relade them with good wares (though not diminithed by charges of 
ſhips and Factors already there) and it we trade in courſe and bulky wares onely, it is grauted 
already we had better tit ſtill. 

Nay vnleſle we ſend this yeere meanes afore hand to provide good lading for ſhips to goe 
hence the next ycere with freſh copitails, we ſhall ſtill trade to loſſe. 

The ſending of 50 or 100 NI. k. this yecre aforehand (in all probability) will be as good as 
ewiſe ſo much ſent the next yeere, and io from yeere to ycere, And then halte the treaſure 
yeerely to be tranſported will ſerue the turne; but ſparingly ſent, and many ſhips there vpon 
charge, it will be conſumed before its arrival. 

Our ſhips (now adaics) doe viually ſtay 18 or 20 months too long in India to their Ruine, 
and ſpending as much (brought a yeere or two atter in other chips) as being ſent atorehand 
might well buy and pay for their lading in due time, and fo retutue ſtrong. Yet our Factors 
continually owe there mnch money at a high rate of intereſt, X 

By ſending meanes aforchand Merchantlike, we may profit much by trading there from 
port to port, and buy our wares at the beſt hand. We may avoid the great and needleſle charge 
ot many great ſhips ſtay ing long in Iadia; ot paying a high rate of intereſt there, the loſſe of our 
Mariners, the decay of our ſhipping, and ſo their comming home in much danger. And then 
doubtleſſe this trade may againe yeeld the Adventurers; for one every 3 yeeres (as viually ir 
did) by the bleſſing of God. Vea if examination be had, it will appcare the returnes from /ndi.s 
this yccre (ypona reaſonable traight allovved) produce neere 3 tor one vvithout help of 
ſtock atorchand ; and therefore very ſtrange the old ſtock (fo great and to long employed) 
ſhou!d produce fo diſmall a reckoning as it doth, 

The motionis. That the next weeke may be appointed for the Company to parlee, & conſult 
together for the good ot the trade in generall,and ot the old decayed ſtocke in particular. Such 
as are Adventurers in the old ſtocke, and not in the ne to meete by themſelues, and the new 
Adyenturers by themſclues. And then doubtleſſe ( mert together) they will agree vpon 
ſome good courſe to be taken that the Trade may be amplie mainteined, and the Adventu- 
rer ſtocke not ſtill tunne (as long it hath) to perdition for want of meanes in /ndia atorchand: 
_ -erhaps put an end to all the controvertics that now are ( and like to be ) amongit the 
Company, 


FE R R. 19. 1628. 


